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" Panurge on his arrival gave him a pig's "bladder, well
filled and resounding by reason of peas which were within.
Then he gave him a gilt wooden sword ; then a little pouch
made of a tortoise-shell; then a hottle with wicker-work
filled with Breton wine, and a quarter of a hundred of
apples.

" Triboulet girded on the sword and the pouch, took the
bladder in his hand, ate some of the apples, and drank up
all the wine. Panurge looked at him curiously and said,
' I have never yet seen any fool who would not drink wil-
lingly and in long gulps/ Then he set forth his affair in
rhetorical and elegant phrases. Before he had finished,
Triboulet gave him a great blow with his fist between his
shoulders, handed him back the bottle and flirted him on
the nose with the bladder, saying for his only answer while
he shook his head, 'By the Lord, Lord, a mad fool, ware
monk, bagpipe of Buzanc.ay !'J;

This remarkable oracle sets them all thinking. Pan-
tagruel, most learned of princes, shows by illustration
from ancient history how the shaking of the head is
a frequent if not a universal concomitant of oracular
utterance. Heliogabalus, wishing to be thought inspired,
went shaking his head: the Maenads, priestesses of
Bacchus, the priests of Cybele, Eoman women at the Bac-
chanalian festivals, all shook their heads: and Plautus
held Charmides was in a rapt ecstasy because he shook
his head. Therefore the utterances of Triboulet must
be taken seriously. For his own part, he interprets
them as a discouragement of marriage. Panurge differs
from this reading. It is to be observed that in the
whole of his search after oracular direction, Panurge
always interprets the obscure words into an encourage-
ment to marry.